The Child Care Center in Norwich

A Place Where Kids Can Be Kids
February 2015!

The Child Care Center is Closed to
children on Martin Luther King Day,
Monday January 19th, for a staff work
day.!

Now you can follow us on Facebook!
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Classroom Updates!

Nursery!
In the Nursery we have been exploring playdough and painting – even the babies explored
with paint and it was mess free! However, we encourage play and exploration in the
Nursery despite messes. This “neat” activity was enjoyed and the pictures to prove it will
soon be on display and we have a video to share, thanks Jody 
Brrr . . . we have been inside using ride-on and push/pull toys, particularly for our new
walkers. We have been reading Baby Signs; we can all learn to communicate in the
Nursery! Thanks Shelly for the book donation.  We are hearing lots of language from
our “big” kids. They are stringing together sentences. Warren, Bailey and Eleanor have
led a new activity in the Nursery “I want mail”. We have been using pretend mail to put in
the mailbox. Please all families check your mailboxes at home to find a sweet something
inside.
May thanks to Luke’s Mom, Annemieke, for leading our holiday sing along, it was a lot of
fun.
Stay cozy!
!
Karla, Shelly & Jody!

Red Room!
Now that Courtney and Caroline are both in the Red Room full time, we’ve been tweaking
our daily Red Room routine. This has included a morning circle where we talk about the
weather, what day it is, the date, shapes, colors and the like. We’ve been doing a lot of
reading and looking at books during transition times. We have noticed that the children
are retelling stories while looking at their books. They’ve done this pretty independently
and seem to be enjoying exploring the materials. We’re also doing book and art activities
in the classroom. Recently we’ve done an Eric Carle theme, Little Cloud, Mr. Seahorse
and The Very Busy Spider. To keep the Red Room healthy and hydrated, we ask you to
help your child wash their hands as they arrive in the classroom in the morning and we ask
that you take home their water bottle and wash it regularly.
Caroline & Courtney
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Orange Room!
Now that the cold has settled in, we’ve been spending most of our time inside. To burn off
some of our excess energy we’ve been skipping, jumping and bouncing on the bouncy
balls in the activity room. Of course the train table is still a favorite and leads into building
roads for the cars with the blocks and Legos, which lead to interesting structures and a lot
of cooperative play. The kitchen area has also been a favorite recently. It’s another area
that builds cooperative play skills and is great for expanding vocabulary.
All the Orange Roomers now have a journal that they work in a couple of times a week.
We all sit at the table together to “write” in our journals. “Writing” ranges from scribbles to
pictures to labeling and then writing words. Our birds are still extremely active at the bird
feeders. We have to fill the sunflower feeder every day! Besides the usual birds we have
several goldfinches at the bird feeder most days. We’ve been reading lots of winter books
and hoping for warmer weather! Stay warm!
Karen!

Yellow Room!
Brrr! It sure has been cold lately. The Yellow Roomers are so inquisitive about the world
around them! It started by investigating a neat box of stuff Hannah pulled out of a drawer
one day while looking for a hook (to hang up the cloth for the puppet theater). This led to
reading the book Hannah’s Collection by Marthe Jocelyn and the beginning of our own
class collection. We have been sorting by color, share, material type (metal, wood, glass,
plastic) and wherever our imaginations take us. If you have any neat items that you’d like
to add we would love more items. Stumped for ideas? Ask your child to show you our
current collection to get your imagination rolling. Speaking of questions, the Yellow
Roomers are also asking where their place on the map is. Using the book Me on the Map
by Joan Sweeney, we’ll work on exploring our world thru mapping explorations. From our
room, houses, town and state, every place can have a place on the map! Stay tuned for
upcoming mapping activities.
Please remember to check your child’s cubby for extra clothes, and outdoor gear and bring
home bedding and water bottles weekly for cleaning.
!
Hannah & Jodie!

	
  
	
  
3	
  

Blue Room!
The Blue Roomers are currently learning about the body. First we will talk about the
organs and what their jobs are, and then we will talk about the bones and their jobs. We
have also been talking a lot about having good manners and what that looks and sounds
like in the classroom. To encourage this we have a sticker chart called “Let’s be polite”.
Once our chart is filled we will celebrate with a pizza party!
On the topic of celebrating, we’d like to wish Emmett a happy 5th birthday! A few
reminders, please bring linens home to wash at the end of the week, especially with flu
season upon us. Also, please remember to bring water bottles to school and home to
wash each week.
!
Krista & Laura!

AfterSchool!
The time has come, after six wonderful years, for me to leave the Afterschool program.
It has been a truly fantastic job for me; I love all the children and the Norwich
community. You all know that I recently moved further north to Randolph and it is my
plan to find employment closer to home. My last day will be Friday, January 30th. It
has been a pleasure working for you all.
Mitch Wenz will be taking my place! He will have spent three plus weeks with us
before I head out, working with the teachers and the children of both age groups. He
will be Head Teacher of the program and spend the majority of his time at 3 – 6. Here
are a few words from Mitch.
Hello, my name is Mitchell Wenz, I will be taking over at afterschool for Cherie
and floating at the A frame in the morning. I grew up in Thetford Vermont and
have returned to the area after living in Alaska for a number of years. I have
worked with youth for over 10 years, working in outdoor education, classroom
settings, summer camps and treatment centers. I have enjoyed my first week
at CCCN, getting to know the children, staff and parents. I am looking forward
to bringing my teaching experience to the preschool and afterschool programs,
maintaining the high standards already in place. Please see hello if you see
me around. Mitch
The afterschool gang
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