The Child Care Center in Norwich

A Place Where Kids Can Be Kids
January 2016!

Vacation Scheduling
Please fill out the holiday
attendance schedule
posted in your child’s
classroom. This allows us
to match staff schedules to
enrollment and give some
teachers so well deserved
time off!

Holiday Schedule
The Child Care Center will close at 12:30 on
December 24th and will be closed on
December 25th and January 1st.
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Classroom Updates!

Nursery!
We are practicing turn taking on the indoor slide, and we are learning to “climb”, “sit” and
“slide”. We have also started using finger paints. We are baking some holiday muffins, a
little yuletide cheer. Some of our favorite books recently are If I Were A Cow, If I Were A
Pig and Big Red Barn. Please remember to stock your child’s cubbie with a change of
clothing and indoor shoes or slippers (with non-skid bottoms).
Happy Birthday to Nora, who will be two on January 10th! Happy New Year everyone!
Karla, Jody & Molly

Red Room!
It's hard to believe it's the end of the year, and we have our first 3 year olds in the Red
Room, Sage and Calvin! We spend as much time outside as possible, especially with the
unseasonably warm weather. Everyone has had warm clothes & extras to change into
when they get muddy; a BIG thank you to all of our parents for checking on those
regularly!
Though the Center isn't scheduling fall conferences unless requested, both of us are
always happy to share how your child's day went, or discuss new behaviors you've
noticed. If you would like to meet and get a more complete progress report, please let us
know! There's a sign up sheet by the Red Room door.
Thanks, Courtney & Shelly
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Orange Room!
Thank you everyone who donated to our food drive for the Haven. We collected well over
100 pounds of food!
We have one birthday this month. Happy Birthday to Marin, who is turning two!
We have started having a short circle time before snack for attendance and “jobs”. They
are beginning to recognize their own name and the names of their friends. They place
their name tag next to the job they want for the day and then we say the letters in their
name. The housekeeping area continues to be busy with lots of cooking in the kitchen.
The babies get fed, changed and strolled around the room. We will be decorating sugar
cookies in the new few days, which is always hectic but fun! Have a great holiday!
Karen

Yellow Room!
Happy New Year, the Yellow Roomers are excited to ring in the new year with cheer!
Our class has been enjoying the mild weather. Due to the unseasonably warm
temperatures we have been able to spend a little more time outdoors. The classroom
had 2 very cozy & exciting pajama day celebrations for filling up our cool rules pom
pom jar. We continue to work on our cool rules daily (1. Be Safe 2. Be Kind 3. Take
care of our things 4. Make it better). We look forward to our next celebration and will
have to wait and see what the children vote on? As we approach the winter solstice
we have been talking about the changes of the season. Animals are gathering food for
the long winter and some creatures are getting ready to hibernate. As the children’s
interests guide us we will continue to explore these topics through stories, songs and
creative arts. We have read a charming story called The Mitten Tree by Candace
Christiansen & Illustrated by Elaine Greenstein. This story is about a little boy dressed
all in blue who does not have a pair of mittens. A neighbor notices that he is without
mittens and knits a blue pair for him. As the story continues many pairs of mittens are
knitted and hung on the tree to give to the children out by the bus stop. This is a sweet
story of giving. Once the neighbor used up all her yarn for knitting, to her surprise a full
basket of yarn was left on her steps to reciprocate and give back. Another popular
story that we have been reading is The Snow Tree by Caroline Repchuk. This story
weaves the theme of giving and friendship. It celebrates the winter and the beautiful
colors in nature. The Yellow Room friends have been crafting our own snow tree, what
fun! During the shift in season please make sure your child has outdoor gear such as a
hat, mittens, snow pants and winter boots. In addition, please make sure there is extra
clothing in your child's extra clothing bin, thank you! Happy Birthday to Danny who turns
4 on December 25th and Danyelle who turns 5 on December 28th.
Thank you! Britny & Jodie
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Blue Room!
Happy December! As the year comes to an end, the Blue Room has found its rhythm.
We have our daily routine well rehearsed and now are looking forward to learning,
growing and having fun together. This month, the Blue Room has been playing with
snow, talking and reading about the weather that is soon to come (hopefully)! We are
also celebrating Tom’s 4th birthday on December 7th and Sophie’s 4th birthday on
December 21st.
We're continuing to practice the alphabet, colors, numbers and shapes at circle, and the
kids let us know if we leave anything out! We'll be working more on fine motor activities
this winter, such as painting with smaller paintbrushes, cutting with scissors and
coloring. If your child has a favorite activity at home, please let us know!
In the new year, the Blue Room will be focusing on learning some letters in the alphabet
and learning to write letters in order to write our name.
Thank you, and Happy Holidays!
Thanks,
Hannah & Bailey

AfterSchool
Greetings to all! We have been lucky that the unseasonable weather allows us to
remain outside to play. We head inside for a snack about 4:10. Inside, the children
have been playing a variety of board games; their favorites being Apples to Apples,
Slamwich and Sorry. Now that we are indoors more, the Art Room is full of children!
Please save us items for hot gluing; we can use all kinds of little boxes, packing
supplies, wood – most anything that can be glued!
Yours – The AfterSchool Staff

	
  
	
  
4	
  

