The Child Care Center in Norwich

A Place Where Kids Can Be Kids
April 2016!

Celebrate NAEYC’s Week of the Young Child!
April 10 – 16th.
The Week of the Young Child™ is an annual celebration
sponsored by the National Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC) celebrating early learning, young
children, their teachers and families.
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Classroom Updates!

Nursery!
While we still may have a little more winter ahead of us, we are also seeing glimmers of
the nicer weather to come. It is not too early to bring in sunscreen, insect repellant and a
water bottle for the season. Please remember to wash your child’s hands upon arrival
each day, we have had a lot of viruses visit the Nursery lately and we would like to
discourage them from sticking around. Please also check your child’s cubbie for the
supply of size and seasonally appropriate extra clothes. Our kids are getting older and are
practicing independence skills such as feeding themselves with utensils. Even with bibs,
they get messy. When they go outside they will likely get wet and muddy also, requiring a
change of clothes.
Our activities of late have included Do-A-Dot paints and finger paints. Next, we will do
marble painting (using very large, non choke size marbles). We have made tall towers
using Duplo blocks and have baked banana bread from scratch. We have also practiced
our balance on the indoor balance wooden stairs and the teeter-totter.
Happy Birthday to Eve, who will be two on April 5th.
Happy Spring!
Karla, Jody & Molly

Red Room!
The Red Roomers have been taking full advantage of the Hazen Trail, which runs behind
the school; we've gone for 1 or 2 hikes every day we can! Climbing on rocks and trees
stumps, collecting sticks and pine cones, and looking for trail signs/blazes are a few of the
things that make exploring the woods so exciting.
Indoors, we've done more sensory play with dry beans, and making dough out of big piles
of flour. Pillow forts are always being built, and Shelly brought in a big tent to play in for a
few days. March 15th & 16th we had a PJ & Pancake party and it was fun for the Red
Roomers to share their favorite PJs and help in the kitchen!
Happy (almost) Spring!
Courtney & Shelly
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Orange Room!
The Orange Roomers would like to welcome Miguel and his family to the Orange Room. We are
all enjoying getting to know Miguel as he settles in.
Although the weather has turned spring like, it’s been hard for us to spend time outside now
because of the muddy conditions! So . . . we have spent time in the activity room bouncing on the
big balls, dancing with scarves or building with the cardboard blocks. The Nursery often joins us.
It’s fun to get to play with the Nursery kids!
So in the Orange Room there’s been lots of activity in the housekeeping area – cooking and taking
care of babies, talking walks with the strollers and taking care of their “puppies”. We’ve also done
gluing, lots of painting and working in our journals. We have a new bird CD that goes along with
the bird identification book so we can match the birds to the bird calls!
And lastly, we have to say good-bye to Marin, who will be leaving to spend more time at home.
Happy Spring!
Karen

Yellow Room!
Happy Spring Yellow Room Parents!
And by spring, we really mean Mud Season. Our famous tire kingdom has been a happening
place lately as the children have explored “baking” mud pies, complete with mud baths! We
appreciate the extra clothes that you have sent in with your child because of the mud. Most of
them have already been used, keep them coming!
Current interests of the Yellow Roomers include dinosaurs, the human body, and making maps
for those sneaky leprechauns! We have discussed herbivores vs. carnivores, how our lungs
work, and the reasoning behind bones, among other topics of conversation. When you get a
chance, take some time to look at our FULL helpful heart tree! We are very proud of our Yellow
Roomers, who demonstrated friendship and kindness, which earned hearts for our tree.
You might have noticed another snowman on our door. We are working towards a Dr. Seuss
Celebration. We will be making green eggs and ham and rhyming and reading lots of Dr. Seuss
stories. If you would like to bring in and share a favorite Dr. Seuss book or schedule a time to
read a Dr. Seuss story to the class, please let us know.
Just a reminder, “share” should be limited to only one toy.
A very Happy Birthday cheer to Maxwell, who will be turning five on March 28th, Claire, who will
be turning five on April 1st, Cyris, who will be turning five on April 9th, and Lucas, who will be
turning five on April 19th!
Thank you,
Britny & Jodie
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Blue Room!
Happy March! The Blue Roomers are very excited that spring weather has arrived.
They are having so much fun exploring and playing with mud and puddles! Please
remember to bring appropriate outdoor clothing.
Recently, the Blue Roomers have been interested in books about outer space and
planets. We have been having lots of conversations about comets, the Earth and
gravity. With St. Patrick’s Day just around the corner, the kids have been plotting the
most appropriate ways to catch the Leprechaun, by building creative and well thought
out traps. We are hopeful that they will work in our favor. This month we celebrate
Eloise’s fifth birthday on March 13th! In the new few weeks the Blue Room will welcome
spring by working and playing with soil, planting seeds, and learning about
metamorphosis.
Please feel free to talk to either of us about any questions that you may have about
your child or the goings on in the Blue Room! A few parents have asked for a list of
songs that we sing on Music Tuesdays. We are working on putting one together so you
can sing along with your Blue Roomer! Reminder: Please remember to order your
child’s books form Scholastic’s Book Club by March 31st!
Thanks
Thanks,
Hannah & Bailey

AfterSchool
The K-1 AfterSchool kids are excited about being able to finally get outside more.
It’s lighter longer and the playground is no longer a sheet of ice! Yay for spring! And
in the spirit of spring, the K-1 kids have a request to make of you. When you do your
spring-cleaning, if you find any toys or clothes that are no longer being used they
would like you to donate items to their drive. They have made posters that will be up
at the center with boxes for their collection. The K-1 kids want to make donations to
the Lister Center. This is an idea that they have come up with all on their own and
we are very proud of their philanthropic initiative!
The AfterSchool Gang!
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