The Child Care Center in Norwich

A Place Where Kids Can Be Kids
March 2016!
What does playful learning look like?
Playful learning is embedded in
relationships and in things
that are meaningful to children.
Erika Christakis - Yale Child Study Center

A benefit for The Child Care Center – Please purchase tickets by February 24th.
Ask for the reserved Child Care Center tickets to get a reduced price!
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Classroom Updates!

Nursery!
A big Nursery welcome to Eve and her family. Eve started in the Nursery in February. Our
Nursery big kids are getting very independent these days and we are hearing lots of
language. They are learning to do the jacket “flip” so that they can get their jackets on all
by themselves. Please bring outdoor gear every day. We do our very best to get outside
daily so your child has to have snowpants or lined mud pants, a jacket, a hat, mittens or
gloves and winter boots or lined mud boots in their cubby. Also, it is time to update the
extra clothes that your child has in their cubby to make sure that they are seasonally
appropriate and still fit. Inside we are doing lots of filling and dumping with sand and
beans, building and stacking with blocks and throwing and kicking with balls.
Karla, Jody & Molly

Red Room!
Hello from the Red Room! We've had a lot more interest in group play and dressing up
lately. We even used face paint and costumes to make a short Red Room Super Heroes
movie- ask one of the teachers if you haven't seen it yet! Everyone had a lot of fun
deciding which costumes and toys to use with their superpower. As always, firefighters are
a huge hit and we sometimes set up a "fire engine" with the chairs so everyone can help
with the rescue!
Show and tell has also been very fun lately with lots of friends bringing in special toys and
books. We do try to label everything but things can slip through; please check the new
Lost & Found box by our nap cubbies when you get a chance.
Thanks!
Courtney & Shelly
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Orange Room!
Our cold, snowless winter has made it challenging for us to go outside. So we have been
using the Activity Room and we are often joined by the Nursery. The favorite activities
there are the bouncy balls and the scarves. We’ve been reading lots of winter books and
a couple of them are about tracks in the snow. We have looked out our windows and have
been able to find squirrel tracks and bird tracks. If the weather cooperates, we’ll go look
for tracks in the woods.
Our cooking projects this month were making hot chocolate (from scratch) and smoothies.
Both were delicious!
This week we are starting “journals”. Each Orange Roomer will have a journal to “write” in.
Any form of writing is encouraged – drawings, “scribbles”, letters or words. We will try to
write in them several times a week.
Karen

Yellow Room!
During the month of February the Yellow Roomers have been working on earning
Helpful Hearts for our Heart tree! We earn these hearts through acts of kindness and
being helpful. Our tree is so full already that we can’t wait to see how many will
blossom. As well as being kind, one of our main goals recently has been identifying
and stating our feelings. Please continue the discussion at home; this is so important in
the classroom and at home. On our winter walks we have enjoyed playing at the
Montshire Meadow when our playground has been too icy.
A big thank you to those who have been participating in the Scholastic Reading Club.
Our classroom earns free books if enough orders are placed and we would love to
expand our library!
Happy Birthday to Max, who will turn five on March 25th!
Britny & Jodie
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Blue Room!
There has been a lot going on in the Blue Room over the past few weeks! We have
been doing lots of exploring outside. Since our playground is an ice rink, we have been
fortunate enough to take walks to an open field by the Montshire. These walks
encourage great conversations about the river, where we live and animal predators that
live in the Upper Valley. Inside the classroom the Blue Roomers have been spending
their time building inventions with Legos, playing with a fake snow, and working on
identifying letters and spelling our names. Their Blue Roomers have been doing a
great job at naptime and we celebrated this with a smoothie party. The kids really
enjoyed making their very own smoothies that they slurped down at lunchtime. This
month we celebrated Lilly’s 4th birthday on February 6th and Alan’s 4th Birthday on
February 5th. Feel free to talk to either one of us if you want to know more about what
is going on in the Blue Room!
Thanks,
Hannah & Bailey

AfterSchool
Hello AfterSchool Families –
We want to thank the families who have donated items for our 3-D gluing project,
and, of course, for the glue gun stick donations! We go through glue sticks faster
than we go through tissues.
In the month of March there are two teacher workshop days, Friday March 11th and
Monday March 14th. A full day of AfterSchool will be available. Remember to sign
up even if your child is normally scheduled for Fridays and Mondays. We can only
provide the full day if at least six children sign up. You can sign up by emailing
allison@childcarenorwich.org.
Thanks!
Cherie & Sarah
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