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Winter is here!
Please make sure that children have a
complete set of winter outdoor clothing,
including boots, snow pants, jacket, hat and
mittens, all labeled with your child’s name.
Children also need a couple of changes of
weather appropriate clothing for those days
when they manage to get wet in spite of our
best efforts and the best of outdoor clothing!
Thank you!

The Child Care Center in Norwich
will be closed to children on
Monday January 15th
for a staff
work day.
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Classroom Updates

Nursery
In the Nursery we have been doing a lot of dramatic play lately. We have been using the
gym mats to make forts to crawl in and out of. Other gross motor activity includes “London
Bridge”, climbing up and stepping down the wooden stairs. And, when we turn the stairs
over we can practice going up and down on the teeter-totter! Other popular activities
include the Duplo building blocks. We stack them high and then, BOOM, with a little help
they come crashing down! We have been practicing our fine motor skills with crayons.
Check out our masterpieces on display in the Nursery. Families are welcome to come
share a family holiday tradition with us. We welcome books, music, food, etc. Please let
us know if anything changes in our schedule during the holidays and we will do our best to
accommodate. Happy birthday to Asher, who turns two on January on January 10th
Karla, Cindy, & Tom

Orange Room
Well winter is really here. It’s time for snow pants, boots, hats and mittens. We have
been learning to put them on, in the correct order, all by ourselves! We've done some
sledding and have talked a lot about snowmen. We’ve talked about making them and
wondered if they are magical and come to life at night when we’re asleep. We recently
started writing in our journals. Everyone has a folder with their name on it. We are going
to start writing a couple days a week. We have a few more birds coming to our bird
feeders no the cold weather has moved in. The Orange Roomers are starting to
recognize and name some of the birds. We have seen a couple of downy woodpeckers,
nuthatches, chickadees, juncos, titmice and four doves. Thank you to Everett’s dad, Jeff,
for the train track connecting pieces! And to Everett’s mom Brie for making and bringing
in gingerbread houses to decorate! It was lots of fun!
Happy holidays!
Karen
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Red Room
Whew! Made it to the holidays. Now that everyone is settled in, we are working on our
friendship building, and helping friends. We have a birthday in January, Violet turns
three on the 17th. Give her a big “Happy Birthday” when you see her in January. We
did our 12 days of reading, check out our tree to see all the fun books we read in our
room. We would like to welcome Hunter to the Red Room. He will be joining us the
second week in January. Also, we would like to remind families that the center will be
closed January 15th for work day. We do our best to get outside during the winter, but it
is important for us to pay attention to the temperature outside. If it seems really cold
out we double check with Allison or Karen about the temperature and wind chill before
going outside.
Shelly & Julie

Yellow Room

Happy New Year! As we ring in the new year with cheer we have taken this time to play
with bells and drums. What a joyful sound! Some highlights in the Yellow Room have
been winter nature walks and exploring our outdoor landscapes. Sledding, penguin
sliding and, of course, beautiful snow angels have been some activities filled with smiles
and lots of laughter. The class has been busy decorating our birthday mitten tree and
winter scene mural. There has been a lot of interest in scissors and cutting out
snowflakes. We continue to focus on friendship and kindness as a theme. During story
time we have been reading different books that touch on these values. Happy Birthday
wishes and cheer to Nora, who turns 4 on January 10th, and Liam, who turns 5 on
January 24th. A shout out of thanks to Phoenix's Dad for volunteering his time to sing
and dance with his ukulele. Thank you to May's sister and family for coming in for a
special craft activity and story with everyone. As we enter the new year it will be exciting
to see where the children's interest take us on our learning journey.
Mia & Jodie
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Blue Room
The Blue Roomers have been loving playing with the water table inside and exploring
pouring, measuring, and making waves. We are also doing a lot of building with magnet
tiles, blocks, and wedgeits on our afternoons inside; but are looking forward to the days
getting longer and being able to play outside longer! With the cold weather and potential
snow coming soon, please make sure your kids have snow-appropriate outdoor gear. We
have an attendance sheet posted next to the sign-in sheet in the classroom, please let us
know if you are planning on being here the weeks of December 18 and 25 (we are closed
Christmas and New Years days). We will be having a pajama party on Friday, December
22, so come in your coziest pjs! We are also looking forward to Emily coming back full time
after the holidays!
Eleanor & Emily

AfterSchool
2–6
Welcome to winter time at AfterSchool – We go out as often as possible, so please
assist your children in remembering their clothing for cold weather play. We have
sleds and shovels and snow to keep them busy. The trick is how to keep the adults
warm while the children play. Indoors recently we have been working on holiday craft
projects. Many kids have been cutting and pasting paper ornaments. You may have
been around for our chin puppet presentations or perhaps for a short play. Now that
we will be inside for the winter, we will be doing more theatrics and craft projects.
Come the New Year we are going to take some time to clean and organize our space.
I have decided to include the children in this chore, as they are full of industry and
ideas. Stay tuned – The AfterSchool Gang
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